
 

 

Celebrating Five Years! 
Champion Mayors Empower Young People as part of Cities’ COVID-19 Recoveries 
On 25-28 May 2021, Champion Mayors Week: More Inclusion, 
Better Recovery celebrated the 5th Meeting of the OECD 
Champion Mayors, focused on how to ensure Inclusive Growth, 
Recovery and Resilience in the COVID-19 era, and secure a 
bright future for youth. More than 30 Champion Mayors 
participated in dialogues on shaping local economic recovery, 
adapting urban spaces and physical environment, accelerating 
climate action, and supporting groups disproportionately 
impacted by COVID-19, in particular youth. On that occasion, 
Champion Mayors endorsed the Pledge for Youth For An 
Inclusive Post-COVID Recovery and the stock-taking of 5 
Years of Inclusive Growth in Cities. Read more about 
Champion Mayors Week here.  

  

Webinar - Setback For Now, Not Forever: Recovering Productivity in Cities 

 

Cities have taken an economic hit, as a result of the COVID-19 
crisis. Industries and businesses that make cities vibrant 
attractive places to live, work, and visit, have been brought to a 
halt. At the same time, some workers lost their livelihoods 
because their workplaces had to close, while others were able 
to work from home. Cities are leveraging their purchasing 
power and creating recovery investment plans to eventually 
move from short-term response to long-term recovery. 
See what the panel of mayors had to say about putting inclusive 
growth at the centre of their recovery strategies. 
 

Webinar - Fit For The Future: Reshaping Cities Post Pandemic 
COVID-19 highlighted the necessity of accessible multi-purpose 
urban spaces in cities.  Through initiatives like the rapid 
expansion of cycling infrastructure, the reclaiming of street 
space for pedestrians and outdoor dining, plus growing 
discourse around the 15-minute city, the crisis has accelerated 
the shift to more liveable cities. The changing context of the 
traditional workplace and reliance on digital services also has 
the potential to change commuting patterns and opens up the 
discussion of how to reimagine the built environment. 
Watch the recording to find out how our panel of mayors are 
adapting their cities. 
  

  

http://www.oecd-inclusive.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/CMYouthPledge.pdf
http://www.oecd-inclusive.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/CMYouthPledge.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/cfe/CM-Stocktalking-Final-Web-opt.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/cfe/CM-Stocktalking-Final-Web-opt.pdf
http://www.oecd-inclusive.com/champion-mayors-youth/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b-glxHv-oE8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mf4e4a7DZpA


 
 

Webinar –Could The Grass Be Greener Beyond COVID-19? 

 

COVID-19 recovery planning represents a clear opportunity 
for cities to make their economy greener and progress towards 
climate change goals. Investing in green measures in cities 
creates jobs, sets local conditions for long-term economic 
growth, reduces CO2 emissions, prepares communities for 
future climate-related risks, and makes for healthier residents. 
In response to the pandemic, a number of green recovery 
initiatives emerged, displaying cities’ high level of ambition as 
well as their capacity to experiment with innovative solutions. 
See how innovative green measures are being implemented 
by our panel of mayors. 
 

 

Welcome to our new Champion Mayors 
Mayor Kostas Bakoyannis, Athens (Greece) is tackling 
climate change through the Reinventing Athens project, an 
initiative that uses sustainable urban development to restructure 
city services such as providing green spaces and non-vehicle 
access. His other priorities include the digitalisation of essential 
services, such as land records and birth registrations, and 
reclaiming and reshaping public space for optimal use. 

 

  

Mayor Fatma Şahin is the first female mayor of Gaziantep 
(Turkey). Mayor Şahin is focusing on integrating Syrian 
refugees to improve migrant wellbeing and foster social 
cohesion. Gaziantep has opened a school for Syrian students, 
and provides medical care, Turkish language lessons and has 
established industrial zones near the border where public-
private ventures can employ Syrians. Other priorities include 
working with the disabled and gender equality.  
 

Mayor Philippe Rio is focusing on tackling exclusion in Grigny 
(France), which has one of the highest rates of poverty in the 
country. Mayor Rio considers education a local political 
responsibility and launched the Educational Cities project to 
prevent school dropout. The city is also investing in innovative, 
sustainable and energy efficient social housing, building 93 
units that will produce more energy than they consume, through 
the use of photovoltaic panels and connection to the geothermal 
heating network. 

 

  

Mayor Einat Kalisch-Rotem is the first female mayor of Haifa 
(Israel). Social cohesion is central in Haifa, which is considered 
Israel’s most ethnically diverse city. Haifa is the first city in the 
country to establish a Women’s Council to involve women in 
public decision-making. To improve life for residents, Mayor 
Kalisch-Rotem is planning to provide 100,000 homes in Haifa 
Bay and relocate oil refineries from that area. Other priorities 
include increasing city accessibility, expanding cycling paths, 
renewing the city seafront, and developing infrastructure for 
people with disabilities. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Gviy_cA0ew


 
 

 

Mayor Peter Danielsson, of Helsingborg (Sweden) is using 
innovation as a tool to create an inclusive city for all. Through 
initiatives supporting e-commerce and a mobile commerce 
education program, the city is empowering residents to improve 
quality of life. In 2022 Helsingborg will host H22 – A Smarter 
City, the international expo on smart cities, focusing on urban 
and welfare planning and reinventing city governance. 
Helsingborg has been ranked Sweden’s most environmentally 
friendly city three times, with the heat supply already 100% fossil 
fuel free and the city developing more circular waste disposal. 

Mayor Satya Rhodes Conway is the first LGBTQ person to 
serve as mayor of Madison (USA). She has committed to 
provide affordable housing through constructing new homes, 
support cooperatives, and leverage and expand financing for 
affordable housing, including land banking. Madison has also 
established Neighbourhood Resource Teams (NRT) to promote 
racial equity and improve the quality of life for residents by 
researching and addressing the needs and priorities faced in 
NRT areas. 

 

 

Mayor Mihhail Kõlvart of Tallinn (Estonia) is tackling poverty 
by directing 10% of the city budget to social welfare and health 
care for people with special needs, through initiatives such as 
funding childcare to enable parents to work. Tallinn received the 
UNESCO Smart City Award for Digital Transformation, for its 
smart city initiatives such as citizen digital identities, data 
interoperability systems, online consultation programs, and e-
residency promoting foreign business investment. The city is 
also holding the first ever participatory budget this year, with an 
estimated €800,000 investment fund. 

Champion Mayors Promote Inclusive Future For Young Residents  
Young people were disproportionately affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. We highlight how Champion Mayors are supporting 
and empowering youth in their cities.  

 

Florence (Italy) is supporting young entrepreneurs by 
providing co-working spaces for start-ups. The project is a 
collaboration between public and private institutions to create 
economic opportunities for young people wanting to try new 
things. It also supports the generation of new business 
ventures, while fostering innovation and collaboration, and 
contributing to the city’s broader economic recovery and 
growth. 
 
 

Victoria (Canada) is creating pathways into local public life by 
encouraging young people to participate in democratic 
decision-making. The city established a fund dedicated to 
youth projects and in 2019 invited the youth council and 
stakeholders to a pizza party to highlight young people’s 
priorities for council investment. The city has continued to 
gather input from the younger generation via the budget 
survey in 2021, and a targeted communication campaign, to 
ensure young people’s input helps to shape city budget 
decisions.  

https://oe.cd/Florence
https://oe.cd/CM-Helps


 
 

 

Porto (Portugal) is supporting young people, and those with 
young families, by ensuring they have access to affordable 
housing. The city has increased construction capacity within 
the municipal plan in order to provide housing that costs no 
more than 25% of residents’ income. The city of Porto is 
working with private companies to build affordable housing on 
council-owned land, and aims to provide 1000 new dwellings 
by the end of 2022. 
 

Mannheim (Germany) is prioritising jobs for young people – 
an approach that has contributed to the city’s youth 
unemployment rate of just 0.3%. The city internship program 
provides internships to individuals younger than 25 years old, 
in more than 60 fields, and Mannheim’s Springboard Program 
enabled 370 young people to take up apprenticeships. 
During the pandemic, the city created apprenticeship positions 
across companies for young job seekers with limited skills, 
including the public transit authority and local energy 
company.  

 

 

How can the SDGs guide long-term COVID19 recovery in cities and regions? 
OECD estimates show at least 70% of cities have not 
achieved 15 of the 17 SDGs, and 80% of regions have not 
achieved any of the 17 goals. A Territorial Approach to 
the SDGs offers a framework to shape COVID-19 recovery 
strategies in cities and regions. But what progress is being 
made? Help us, and the European Union Committee of the 
Regions, monitor this by completing our survey before 
midnight 18 June, 2021. Available in all EU languages! 
https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/2021SurveyImplementa
tionSDGs   

 

 

Upcoming Events  

 

Global State of National Urban Policies (25 June) 
Jointly organised by the OECD, UN-Habitat and Cities Alliance 
this event will launch the Global State of National Urban Policy 
2021 report, discuss key findings, and reflect on country 
experiences with Ministers, senior representatives from local 
government associations and academia. Register here. 
EUKN – OECD National Urban Policy Week (28 – 30 June) 
Join this joint European Urban Knowledge Network and OECD 
event for four sessions exploring the just, green and productive 
dimensions (set out in the New Leipzig Charter) of NUPs in a 
number of European countries. Register here. 

4th OECD Roundtable on Cities and Regions for the SDGs (29 and 30 June) Join the roundtable for preliminary findings 
of the OECD-CoR Survey on SDGs as a framework for COVID-19 recovery in cities and regions and the launch of three new 
pilot reports on Cordoba (Argentina), Kitakyushu (Japan) and Parana (Brazil). Register here. 

 

 
 

Sena Segbedzi, Coordinator, Champion Mayors for Inclusive Growth, OECD CFE  sena.segbedzi@oecd.org  
 

          

The OECD Champion Mayors for Inclusive Growth is a coalition of leaders committed to tackling inequalities and promoting inclusive 
economic growth in cities. The initiative helps governments analyse inequalities, monitor material living standards and broader well-
being, and design policy packages that promote equity and growth. It takes a multidimensional approach to Inclusive Growth, going 
beyond income to see how people are faring in other areas of life, like jobs and health. www.oecd-inclusive.com/champion-mayors/ 
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